SERMON OF PROPHET
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ON THE
LAST DAY OF
CSHABAAN



Sermon of Prophet Muhammad #5 on the Last Day of Sha‘ban
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In the Name of Allah, The All-Gracious, The All-Merciful

The following sermon, which Prophet Muhammad s
delivered on the last day of the month of Sha‘ban to welcome
in the month of Ramadan is the most comprehensive look at
this blessed month in the words of the Prophet. This sermon
has been narrated by Shaykh al-Sadiq on pages 84-85 in his
book, Al-Amali:
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Sermon of Prophet Muhammad #5 on the Last Day of Sha‘ban

Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, may Allah have mercy upon him,
says that Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Hamdani says that ‘Al
ibn al-Hasan ibn Faddal quotes his father who quotes Abal
Hasan’s father, [Imam] ‘Ali ibn Masa al-Rida, who in turn
quotes his father [Imam] Mausa ibn Ja‘far, who quotes his
father [Imam] as-Sadiq, Ja“far ibn Muhammad from his father
[Imam] al-Baqir, Muhammad ibn “Ali from his father [Imam]
Zayn al-‘Abidin, ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn from his father [Imam]
Sayyid ash-Shuhada’, al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali who quotes from his
father [Imam] Sayyid al-Wasi’in, the Commander of the
Faithful “Ali ibn Abi Talib, peace be upon him, who said that
the Messenger of Allah, prayers of Allah be upon him and his

family, delivered a sermon once in which he said:
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“O people! The month of Allah has approached you filled with

blessings, mercy, and forgiveness; it is a month which Allah
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regards as the best of all months; and its days are the best of
days; its nights are the best of nights; and its hours are the
best of hours. It is a month in which you have been invited to
be the guests of Allah, and you are regarded during it as
worthy of enjoying Allah’s grace. Your breathing in it praises
the Almighty; and your sleeping is counted as worship (of
Him); your voluntary acts of worship are accepted, and your
prayers and supplications are answered.”
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“Ask Allah your Lord therefore, with sincere intentions and
with pure hearts to enable you to fast during it, and to recite
His Book, for only a wretched one is deprived of Allah’s
forgiveness during this great month; and let your hunger and
thirst during it remind you about the hunger and thirst of the

Day of Resurrection. Give alms to the poor and indigent



Sermon of Prophet Muhammad #5 on the Last Day of Sha‘ban

among you; surround your elderly with respect and be kind

to your youngsters.”
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“Maintain the familial ties with your relatives, and safeguard

S
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your tongues, and do not look at what Allah has prohibited
you from looking at; and do not listen to anything your ears
have been forbidden to listen to. Be kind to the orphans of
others so that your own orphans will equally receive
kindness. Repent to Allah for your sins, and raise your hands
to Him in supplication during the times of your salat
(prayers), for they are the best times during which Allah, the
Noble and Grand, looks with mercy to His servants and
responds to their pleas when they plead to Him, and replies

to their calls when they call upon Him, and gives to them
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when they ask Him, and answers their calls when they call

upon Him.”
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“O people! Your souls are pawned by your deeds; therefore,
release them by seeking (Allah’s) forgiveness. Your backs are
over-burdened by the weight (of your sins), therefore lighten
their burden by prolonging your sajdahs (prostrations). Be
informed that Allah, Exalted is His mention, has sworn by His
Dignity not to torture those who perform their prayers and
prostrate to Him, and not to terrify them by the sight of the
fire when people are resurrected for judgement in front the
Lord of the universe. O people! Whoever from among you
provides iftar (food to break the fast) to a believer who is
fasting during this month will receive a reward equal to one

who sets free a slave, and all of his past sins will be forgiven.”
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Having said so, the people said to him: “O Messenger of Allah!

Not all of us can do that (feed a person)!”
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He [Prophet Muhammad # ] responded by saying: “Shun the
fire of Hell even by half a date! Shun the fire of Hell even by
a drink of water! O people! Whoever improves his conduct
during this month will have a safe passage on the bridge (al-
sirat) when many feet will slip on it, and whoever decreases
the burdens of his slave (or anyone who works for him) will
be rewarded by Allah decreasing his reckoning. Whoever

abstains from harming others will be spared the wrath of the

Almighty when he meets Him.”
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“And whoever affords generosity to an orphan will be
rewarded by Allah being generous to him on the Day of
Judgement. Whoever improves the ties with his kin will be
rewarded by Allah including him in His mercy, and whoever
severs his ties with his kin, Allah will withhold His mercy
from him upon meeting Him. And whoever offers (voluntary)
prayers, Allah will decree a clearance for him from the

torment of the fire.”
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“And whoever performs an obligation will receive the reward
of one who has performed seventy obligations in other
months. Whoever increases the sending of blessings upon me
[by saying: Laxle JT 5 Lo e Jo H—U‘]s Allah will
make the balance of his good deeds weigh heavily when

scales will be light. Whoever recites one verse of the Qur’an
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will receive the rewards of a person who recites the entire

Qur’an in other months.”
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“O people! The gates of the heavens in this month have been
opened - so pray to your Lord not to close them against you;
and the gates of the fires have been closed - so pray to your
Lord not to open them for you; and the devils have been
chained - so pray to your Lord not to unleash them against

»

you.
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The Commander of the Faithful [Imam ‘Ali 2] says: “I stood
up and asked: ‘O Messenger of Allah, what is the best of deeds
[which can be performed] in this month?’”
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He replied: “O Abu’l Hasan, the best of deeds in this month is
to be far from what Allah, the Noble and Grand, has forbidden

(for us to perform).”
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(The Prophet) then began to cry, so I [Imam “Ali] asked him:
“O Messenger of Allah, what makes you weep?”
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He (the Prophet) replied: “O “Ali, I weep for that which will
befall you in this month. (I visualize myself) to be in your
place when you will offering your salat (praying) to your
Lord, and the most wicked person of all times - like the one
who chopped off the feet of the camel (which was the proof
of Prophet Salih’s divine mission) of (the tribe of) Thamud -
will strike you on your head, and your beard will become

dyed with your own blood.”
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The Commander of the Faithful asked: “O Messenger of Allah,

will my faith be secure?”
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He (the Prophet) replied: “Yes, your faith will be secure.”
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The Prophet went on [as his companions listened] and said:
“O “Ali, whoever kills you has (in fact) killed me; and whoever
exhibits hatred for you has actually hated me; and whoever
utters profanities against you has actually uttered profanities
against me, because you are to me like my soul is to me. Your
spirit is from my spirit, and your nature is from my nature.
Surely Allah, the Praised and the Glorious, created me and
then you; chose me and then you; and selected me for
Prophethood and selected you for Imamate. Whoever denies

your Imamate has (in fact) denied my Prophethood.”
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“O “Ali! You are my successor and father of my (grand)
children, and husband of my daughter, and my -caliph
(vicegerent) over my nation - both in my lifetime and after
my death. Your command is my command, and your
forbidding is my forbidding. I swear by the Power that raised
me up with Prophethood and made me the most excellent of
creation, that you are the Proof of Allah (Hujjatullah) over His
creatures, and His trustee over His mysteries, and His

representative over His creatures.”

We ask Allah % to give us the ability to make the most of the

Month of Ramadan and attain spiritual proximity to Him.
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